Circular  No.  306. 

SUGGESTIONS  REGARDING  THE  CUTTING  OF  TIMBER  BY 

m,nuifiM  U1N  THEfR  HOMESTEAD  CLAIMS. 


P.  DEPAKTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE, 

Washington,  D.  O,  March  7,  191 4. 

1 .  Homestead  claimants  who  have  made  bona  fide  settlements  upon 
public  land,  and  who  are  living  upon,  cultivating,  and  improving  the 
same  in  accordance  with  law  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this 
department,  with  the  intention  of  acquiring  title  thereto,  are  per- 
mitted to  cut  and  remove,  or  cause  to  be  cut  and  removed,  from  the 
portion  thereof  being  cleared  for  cultivation,  so  much  timber  as  is 
actually  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or  for  buildings,  fences,  and  other 
improvements  on  the  land  entered. 

2.  In  clearing  for  cultivation,  should  there  be  a  surplus  of  timber 
over  what  is  needed  for  the  purposes  above  specified,  the  entryman 
may  sell  or  dispose  of  such  surplus ;  but  it  is  not  allowable  to  denude 
the  land  of  its  timber  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  speculation  before  the 
title  has  been  conveyed  to  him  by  patent. 

3.  It  is  not  permissible  to  cut  timber  for  sale,  even  when  the  money 
procured  therefrom  is  to  be  used  for  improving  or  cultivating  the  land 
or  supporting  the  claimant  or  his  family. 

4.  The  abandonment  of  a  settlement  claim  after  the  timber  has 
been  removed  is  presumptive  evidence  that  the  claim  was  made  for 
the  primary  purpose  of  obtaining  the  timber. 

5.  A  bona  fide  settler  upon  unsurveyed  public  land  who  intends  to 
acquire  title  to  the  land  under  the  homestead  laws  as  soon  as  he  is 
allowed  to  do  so  after  survey,  and  who,  in  good  faith,  is  complying 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  relative  to  residence,  cultivation,  and 
improvements,  is  permitted  the  same  privileges  with  regard  to  the 
cutting  of  timber  upon  his  claim  as  are  allowed  to  the  bona  fide  home- 
steader, and  is  subject  to  the  same  restrictions. 

6.  Under  the  act  of  March  4,  1913  (37  Stat.,  1015),  certain  timber 
which  was  killed  or  seriously  damaged  by  forest  fires  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  the  act  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  shall  prescribe.  The 
act  applies  to  the  disposition  of  this  class  of  timber  upon  certain 
unperfected  claims,  including  claims  initiated  under  the  homestead 
laws.  The  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  disposition  of  such 
timber  are  contained  in  Circular  No.  258,  approved  August  1,  1913 
(42  L.  D.,  300),  a  copy  of  which  may  be  obtained  upon  request  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  O,  or 
from  the  Chief  of  Field  Division  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the 
di vision  in  which  the  land  is  situated. 

Very  respectfully, 

Clay  Tallman,  Commissioner. 
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